[The value of bone scintigraphy in thigh pain following cementless hip prosthesis].
Persisting postoperative pain of the thigh is a common problem of cementless hip endoprostheses occurring in about 15-20% of the patients. We performed a comparative study including patients with (n = 40) and without (n = 45) pain of the thigh. 85 cementless porous-coated anatomic (PCA) hip endoprostheses in 74 patients were examined. All patients underwent clinical examination including a standardized questionnaire, x-ray, and 3-phase bone scintigraphy. Slight or moderate 99mTc-MDP uptake in the area of the greater and lesser trochanter as well as at the tip was a common finding in PCA prostheses in patients without pain and was not a sign of loosening of the hip. Radiologically, there was no difference between patients with and without pain. However, persisting pain of the thigh in patients with PCA prosthesis corresponded with an increased uptake at the tip and the medial and lateral femur, not being a sign of loosening even in this group. The special biomechanical conditions of cementless prostheses causing inhomogeneous intraosseous stress distribution are supposed to be the reason for that.